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Provincial Domestic Disaster Relief Protocol 
 

Background 
 
While the Anglican Relief and Development Fund was not created to respond to domestic 
disasters, it has graciously done so by working with a local Anglican Church in North America 
diocese which has served as the intermediary to distribute donated funds to affected churches or 
individuals or to front-line responders.  
 
Our experience has been that our people often want to respond immediately to domestic disasters 
and our churches want to be able to tell their people promptly what to do.  
 
The experience of Superstorm Sandy has shown that we need to be more organized and prepared 
so that our Church’s response to domestic disasters can be coordinated, responsible, rapid and 
well-communicated.  
 
Our Proposal 
 
1. When a major domestic disaster strikes, the Anglican Relief and Development Fund will 
immediately establish a designated fund for the purpose of receiving and disbursing donations. 
ARDF will receive donations and provide acknowledgements/receipts to donors. 
 
2. ARDF will distribute the funds (less 15% to cover their administrative costs, credit card fees, 
etc.) to one or more dioceses which will commit to use those funds for the designated purpose of 
providing relief in the affected area. Appropriate purposes include, but are not limited to, doing 
clean-up work, providing food, shelter or other needs of those displaced by the disaster, repairing 
or rebuilding churches and homes, paying for supplies or expenses of hands-on ministry teams 
coming to the area, etc. 
 
3. A diocese which is providing or intends to provide disaster assistance (as described above) and 
which is willing to be the administrator of funds donated through ARDF should, with the 
permission of its bishop, contact ARDF immediately. While ARDF may initiate contact with one 
or more dioceses, our overlapping jurisdictions make it unrealistic to expect ARDF to know 
exactly which dioceses are affected by the disaster and which may be in a position to take 
responsibility to handle the donor funds. If more than one diocese engages in this work and 
offers to administer funds donated through ARDF, then those dioceses will work together with 
ARDF to determine the allocation of the funds. 
 
4. A diocese which agrees to accept these funds takes responsibility to ensure they are used for 
the purpose for which they were designated. If the diocese is not able to use them directly, the 
diocese must disperse the funds through an ecumenical partner or Christian organization which 
will use the funds for the designated purpose. Any unused funds after all disbursements have 
been made shall be returned to ARDF to be used for any future domestic relief efforts.  
 
5. It is our goal to have this arrangement with a local diocese in place so that an announcement 
can be made by ARDF and the Provincial communications office in time for our churches to be 
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able to receive an offering on the first Sunday after the disaster. This should be sent by email at 
least to all churches and rectors, not simply posted on the Provincial website. Our experience has 
been that interest in such disasters fades quickly and we want to provide a clear and immediate 
way for our people to give. 
 
6. In addition to handling offerings of money, we want to encourage and coordinate hands-on 
responses to disasters. We will make sure that practical, hands-on experiences are shared across 
dioceses.  
 
7. In order to encourage and coordinate such hands-on ministry teams, the Provincial office will, 
in the event of a major disaster or in anticipation of an expected major disaster, notify all bishops 
by email of a telephone conference call to discuss hands-on response. Bishops and/or their 
designated representatives are invited to participate in the conference call to inform one another 
of their plans and to invite cooperative efforts. If bishops choose to pre-appoint a representative 
to join in such disaster-response conference calls, they should notify the ARDF office of the 
name and email address of those who should be added to the distribution list and notified of the 
call. Additional telephone conference calls for this group may be arranged as needed. 
 
8. The Provincial office will issue a prompt call to prayer for those affected by the disaster, 
publicized widely by the Provincial communications office. This may be issued in the name of 
the Archbishop, as he may decide. 
 
 


