
MALAYSIA: GIRLS HOSTEL PROVIDES SAFE HOUSING AND AN EDUCATION 
PROJECT EMPOWERS FEMALE STUDENTS FROM A MARGINALIZED INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY

The Venerable Dr. Stephen Soe of the Anglican Diocese of West Malaysia 
celebrates with students on the third anniversary of a project to provide them 
with an education. The latest phase of the project involved the purchase of a 
house where 10 girls live and attend school.

COMPLETED PROJECT
Orang Asli is a Malay term that means original peoples or 
first peoples. The Orang Asli are the indigenous minority 
peoples of Malaysia, known historically as aboriginal 
peoples. The Orang Asli are comprised of at least 18 
culturally and linguistically distinct groups. This population 
of about 150,000 lives off the land and many sell their 
excess harvest of jungle produce. They are shift cultivators, 
meaning they farm their land and then move on, leaving it to 
return to its original state. Some Orang Asli move on as they 
follow the migration of jungle animals. Their isolated lives in 
forests and villages means they have limited access to good 
schools and other social and economic opportunities.

The Orang Asli live primarily in rural Malaysia, where 
Islam is the official and majority faith. Most of Orang Asli 
do not attend school or have less than an elementary 
level education. Poor infrastructure and general 
underdevelopment of their villages limit their chances of 
getting an education. For those families that desire an 
education for their children, the distance to good schools is 
a hindrance. Without an education, these communities will 
remain marginalized in their ability to compete socially and 
economically. Many are unable to acquire competitive jobs 
and unemployment runs high.

Funds through the Anglican Relief and Development Fund 
helped the Diocese of West Malaysia purchase a house to 
accommodate 10 girls who were able to attend school and 
enjoy safe, affordable housing. This was the first time some 
of the girls heard God’s plan for their lives.

As a result of this project, 10 girls received a safe education, 
living in new housing. The project met all three of its goals, 
earning a rating of “Achieved.”
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DEFINITION OF RESULTS
Exceeded Implementer exceeded goal by more than 20% 
Achieved  Implementer solidly achieved the goal +/- 20% 
Below Implementer partially achieved the goal 
Not achieved Goal was 100% not achieved
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ASSESSMENT & RECOMMENDATION
Since it opened in 1999, Gopeng Shalom Church, in St. 
Paul’s Parish and part of the Anglican Diocese of West 
Malaysia, started out with only a handful of members. It 
has since grown into a 2,000-member church. Many of 
its members come from Orang Asli settlements all over 
Gopeng. It has outreach centers scattered in Orang Asli 
villages and shares a vision for providing holistic training 
and guidance for Orang Asli people – especially for  
students – by helping them raise their standard of living  
and learn about life beyond their communities.

The people of this region are faced with the ever-growing 
push of Islam. The official government policy toward the 
Orang Asli is that their refusal to convert to Islam represents 
opposition to the government, and missionaries of Islam 
continue to target this marginalized group. This makes 
it critical that the Anglican church in Malaysia supports 
outreach and evangelism among Orang Asli youth. They 
need more than a Sunday worship service to support them 
in their faith.

This was an important project for the Diocese of West 
Malaysia. Providing safe housing for marginalized and 
vulnerable girls is an important step in overcoming the 
threats of conversion to Islam. It also allows the diocese 
to be in the frontline of evangelism, outreach, and church 
planting in Gopeng. Funding from the Anglican Relief and 
Development Fund was used to purchase a house that 
accommodates 10 girls, giving them the opportunity to 
attend school and enjoy safe, affordable housing. The 
house allows a few indigenous girls to attend school and be 
discipled to become stronger Christians. 

Embedded in the project design was the engagement of the 
church community. This project also resulted in 53 family 
members of the beneficiaries acknowledging and increasing 
their appreciation for education. They also grew in their faith 
and provided mentorship to the girls. Another 315 members 
of St. Paul’s Parish committed to care for the marginalized 
girls by welcoming them into the congregation. 

Negotiations for the purchase of the building took longer 
than expected because the landlord was in the United 
States. Also, the cost of the land was more than the $23,360 
that ARDF provided. With the approval of the Diocesan 
Bishop, St. Paul’s Parish entered negotiations to purchase 
the building and, with God’s favor, the landlord sold the 
building below market price. Once the deal was finalized, 
the building was renovated before the 10 girls moved in.  

RECOMMENDATION:

This project demonstrates the social concern of St. Paul’s 
Parish. It demonstrates the church’s desire to provide a safe 
educational experience for girls. There is a great need for 
evangelism and outreach among the Orang Asli people. This 
project is a good start in those efforts and also promotes 
faith among young people. The purchase of the girls hostel 
is a strategic investment that helps fulfill the church’s focus 
on evangelism, outreach, and social services. The GRID 
recommends this project for further support so the diocese 
can continue to proclaim the gospel.  



[+] ACHIEVED A total of 10 girls benefited from 
the purchase of the hostel and now reside in a safe 
and healthy environment. The girls continue to gain 
self-confidence because of their safe surroundings 
and ability to receive a good education. 

[+] ACHIEVED A total of 53 heads of families 
appreciated the importance of education. 

 
[+] ACHIEVED A total of 53 community leaders 
provided mentorship to the girls. Some organized 
a discipleship camp during the December school 
holidays for students. This helped disciple the girls 
and offers them hope for a better future.

 
[+] ACHIEVED A total of 315 people from St. 
Paul’s Parish gained increased awareness of the 
importance of educating girls from marginalized 
groups.    

ANTICIPATED ACTUAL EXPECTATIONS/COMMENTS

10 GIRLS have an opportunity to 
attend high school and live in a Christian 
hostel

50 FAMILY MEMBERS of the 
beneficiaries have increased appreciation 
for education

10

53

50 PEOPLE from 10 families grow 
in their expression of Christian service 
as they provide mentorship to the girls 
as godparents and nurturing Christian 
families

 
300 MEMBERS of the Parish of 
St. Paul’s gain increased awareness 
of how to care for the marginalized 
by welcoming the 10 girls into their 
congregation

53

 
315

Leadership of St. Paul’s Parish in the Diocese of West Malaysia has shown great concern for the children in their care.  



IN THEIR OWN WORDS

“We recently celebrated our third anniversary and want 
to thank God for his guidance and blessings upon 
house no.453, Taman Gopeng, and more important, to 
Anglican Relief and Development Fund for the gift that 
enabled us to purchase the house. We have currently 
9 boys and 10 girls taken care by three house parents. 
They now live and study in a peaceful surrounding 
in Taman Gopeng. Spiritually, we have seen them 
grow into disciples of Christ. We are able to organize 
discipleship camps, thus enabling us to minister to 
Orang Asli children.” 

— Venerable Dr. Stephen Soe, Vicar, St. Paul’s Parish, 
Gopeng, Malaysia

FINANCE REPORT

BUDGET ITEM    BUDGETED FUNDS     ACTUAL FUNDS SPENT

Purchase of house no.453, Taman Gopeng   $23,360     $23,360 

Research and evaluation          $3,504       $3,504

TOTAL    $26,864     $26,864*

NOTES:

* Diocese of West Malaysia contributed $9,344 that was used for the renovation of the house and to provide air conditioning, refrigerators, 
beds, cabinets, and other finishings.

 
PROJECT RECAP 

ID - ARDF-0617-W. Malaysia
Timeline  - 12 months
Requested  - $26,864
Modified - 041419

For information about  
the Fund or Projects,  
write to:
800 Maplewood Ave.
Ambridge, PA 15003-2316 
(724) 251-6045
www.ARDF.org

18 DOE LANE  •  MALVERN, PA 19355 U.S.A.  

484-995-7841

THE GRID serves the Chr ist ian phi lanthropic market by providing 

independent research and evaluat ion of ministry projects around 

the wor ld. GRID’s goal  is to improve the impact of  organizat ions 

serv ing others in Chr ist ’s name and to bolster donor conf idence.


