
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
NEGLECTED PYGMY POPULATION RECEIVES AFFORDABLE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

Gabriella Muteba, center with the baby, is a Pygmy who was displaced from 
her home in Bendera, DRC. Her children attend the school constructed by 
the Diocese of Katanga, also in the DRC. Read her testimony, “In Their Own 
Words,” on page 4 of this report. 

COMPLETED PROJECT
Pygmies are a neglected minority in the Kalemie region of 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). There are 
about 1,500 of them in this region. Together, they make 
up about 1 percent of the population. Because of their 
marginalization and poverty, few Pygmy families can afford 
to send their children to school. When they can afford the 
school fees, the children often had to travel great distances.

The Anglican Diocese of Katanga in DRC recognized that 
the younger generation of Pygmies needs an education that 
is nearby, affordable, and accepting of them. Without this 
opportunity, these families will remain trapped in a cycle 
of poverty and may be exposed to harmful and violent 
situations. 

Several years ago, the Diocese of Katanga established a 
six-room school for this people group, about 62 miles from 
Kalemie. But in 2001, the building was damaged during 
militia violence known as the Mayi-Mayi wars. 

In 2016, the Diocese of Katanga rehabilitated a primary 
school for 300 Pygmy students. It required the local people 
to participate in the rebuilding of the school if they were 
going to enroll their children. This project also offered 
afternoon literacy classes to the the mothers of students 
and other local women.

This project met all of its goals, earning a rating of 
“Achieved.” The diocese was hoping for 300 students to 
enroll, but actually attracted 338 students.

TRACK RECORD

The diocese has construction experience with two previous 
building projects, one of which was built in partnership 
with the African Development Bank. (This partnership 
demonstrates the bank’s trust in the diocese.) The diocese 
is also familiar with educating students and integrating them 
into the community.
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ASSESSMENT & RECOMMENDATION
Although Pygmies consider education important, most 
of them have had little chance to attend school. Poverty, 
hunger, and the long distances they would need to travel to 
school prevented many from attending.

With limited resources and opportunities, Pygmies face 
increasing marginalization, and social and economic 
impoverishment. The Anglican Diocese of Katanga project 
was timely because it offered Pygmies an opportunity to 
receive an education. The diocese’s project promoted 
self-esteem among the people and offered a better 
chance for future employment. In a region where school 
infrastructure for indigenous people groups is a challenge, 
the construction of six classrooms gave the church the 
opportunity to minister to this neglected group of people. 

Through this project, 338 students enrolled in the primary 
school, 98 people made a commitment to follow Christ, 
and another 53 people improved their literacy skills. After 
many years of mistrust and neglect, the Pygmy people 
found they could trust the Diocese of Katanga, which 
strengthened the church’s evangelism efforts. According to 
one elder, “Education is very important because there is no 
development for an illiterate person.” 

The following are risks that should be considered prior to 
future partnerships:

Program design. Although the diocese has adequate 
experience with construction, some aspects of the project 
were not well designed. During construction, government 
inspectors recommended changes to the structural design 
to ensure that the school had proper ventilation and larger 
widows. Future projects should have input from local 
authorities to ensure the project meets the local building 
code.

Sustainability. Although parents pay school fees to register 
and enroll their children, the amount does not cover salaries 
for teachers and administrators. The school’s desire for 
additional staff and buildings will require further donations if 
community support is not pursued.

Recommendation

Education is important for everyone — including the Pygmie 
population — as it represents an investment in people’s 
existence and future. This project by the Diocese of Katanga 
provides an education for children who would otherwise 
not have a chance to go to school. The GRID recommends 
future funding for the Diocese of Katanga. 

The new primary school built by the Anglican Diocese of Katanga replaces 
a school for Pygmies that was damaged during Mayi-Mayi militia violence in 
2001. 



[+] ACHIEVED A total of 338 students enrolled 
in the newly constructed primary school. Critical 
to achieving this result were the efforts by church 
leaders at the parish level to encourage parents 
to enroll their children. After seeing their children’s 
academic progress, many parents now view 
education as an important component of their 
children’s future. 

[+] ACHIEVED A total of 98 people made 
commitments to follow Christ. The school’s focus 
on Christian values inspired parents to enroll 
their children. People seemed eager to engage 
with the Scriptures, some for the first time. Local 
government officials are also appreciative of the 
school because Pygmies now have a school of their 
own.  

[+] ACHIEVED A total of 53 people improved 
their literacy skills through the after-school program. 
Two volunteer teachers with a passion for education 
conducted the adult literacy classes. For the first 
time, women are able to read the Bible in church 
and actively participate in church activities.

ANTICIPATED ACTUAL EXPECTATIONS/COMMENTS

300 STUDENTS enroll in primary 
school in the first year and receive a 
good education in a nurturing Christian 
environment, as indicated by school 
attendance records

100 PARENTS of students are 
impacted by their children’s enrollment 
in the school as they, guardians, and 
other parishioners are exposed to 
Christian teaching as they take part in 
the dedication of the school

338

98

60 WOMEN improve their literacy 
skills by attending classes in the 
afternoon

53



IN THEIR OWN WORDS

“To us Pygmies, education is very important. But after 
the tribal conflict between Bantus and Pygmies, my 
husband and our seven children relocated and settled 
in the Kalemie area. Because of the displacement and 
instability, my children did not attend school for three 
years. This affected many other Pygmy children. Now 
the church has given our children a great opportunity 
with this school. This is true ministry by the church to 
our children, giving them a chance for education. On 
behalf of other parents, I want to thank the Diocese of 
Katanga for this great school building.”  

—Gabriella Muteba, who was displaced from her home 
in Bendera and is now living in Kalemie, Katanga, DRC

“My home is near the new school and I am very excited 
about this new school building and ministry to our 
people by the church. The Anglican Church is showing 
us love because most people here were displaced 
from other places during the conflicts. This is a nice 
school that is helping not only Anglicans, but all the 
community.”

—Wanabute Ngoy, Kalemie

FINANCE REPORT

BUDGET ITEM   BUDGETED FUNDS ACTUAL FUNDS SPENT

Walls and roof   $27,241 $27,541 

Foundation and flooring   $11,472 $10,472 

Research and evaluation     $8,476   $8,476 

Equipment and furniture     $6,200   $6,072 

Doors and paint     $4,969   $4,719 

Conception and monitoring     $2,960   $2,824 

Transportation     $2,300   $2,764 

Sanitation     $1,366   $1,392 

TOTAL   $64,984 $64,260

NOTES:

• ARDF disbursed funds in two phases. 
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Projects, write to:
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THE GRID serves the Chr ist ian phi lanthropic market by providing 

independent research and evaluat ion of ministry projects around 

the wor ld. GRID’s goal  is to improve the impact of  organizat ions 

serv ing others in Chr ist ’s name and to bolster donor conf idence.


